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TO THE 
RIGHT HONOURABLE 


Sir Gevzge Jeffryes, 


Knight and Baronet, 


Lord Chief Juſtice of England, and one of His Ma- 
(tics maſt Honourable PRIVI-COUNCIL. 


My Lord, 


's little Performance, which mould 
bave courted you for a Patron had 
you full continued at the Bar, one 


* of the beſt Advocates that ever 
egy there, now dreads and fears you fit- 
ing open the Bench, wy ou haue —=_— 

your 


Lew , by the extorte dan 
Exende, emſelves, to be {ſo juſt, and fo am 
4,1 I know the 


artial a Judge. But, my 
R A 2 obligingne(s 


The Dedication. 
obligingneſs and goodneſs of your Nature to 
be Jud, that you can pardon, mbat you will 
not defend, and therefore 1 could not forbear 
taking this firſt wa after baving recet= 
ved ſo great a mark of your Favour, to lay 
ny ſel, tony at your Lardftips, fete i 
pay- my"bearty and affetttonate Ackmolede- 
ments for the great Obligation and Honour 
ou bave done nie. It” was" an Obligation 0 
the bigheſt nature, becauſe I-wanted a ſubfi- 
ſtence ſs mach,” and was in danger every day 
ff encountring with greater iFreutties than 

efore: And it was an Honor, fo\ extraor= 

mary, that nothing could be more; that your 
- ſelf, and thoſe other Lords and Gentlemen in 
Commuſſun with you, ſbotld grove me ſo defira= 
ble a Charatter, and ſo good a Preftrment 
together ; for 1t 1s plam, it nas for my Loy= 
ahy and- Aﬀefton to my Prince and Gans, 
two Intereſts that are imſeparable from each 
other, that I was made the Objett of your 
Choice, and therefore it would be very incon= 


gruous 


grueus rg corre be ſbock 

ruous in me, if having withſtood the ſboc 
The moſt miſerable C Tn m fin 
adberence to my Allegiance and Daty, I ſbould 
not nom continue to the end, a perpetual Ex= 
ample of the moſt conſtant and entire Obedi= 
ence, when Intereſt, Gratitude, and Inclination 
are in 4 triple League and. Confederacy to= 
gether. 

I owed my Fellonſbip at Chriſt-Col- 
lege, to the Kings Royal Prerogative and 
Princely Favour, and it 1s to the ſame Roy 
al Goodneſs, refleted frim thoſe that att in 
Commeſſun from it, that I am non proud and 
ſafe m the Title and Advantage of Hoſpi- 
taller of St. Thomas ; ſo that the Ring 
bath now a double Title to my Studies and my 
Life, beſide that of my being bis natural Subjedt 
and Servant, and it 1s Rau a further . Obli= 
gation upon me to conform to all the Inſtay- 
ces of Loyalty and Obedzence,. that, 1 may nat 
diſappoint your Lordſbup and the reſt of che 
Commiſſuners, who bave repoſed a con 
and expetation in me. The 


The Dedication. 
The Subjeft bere treated of, the Onnipre= 
ove wy God, 1s of that wnrverſal mfluence ap= 

mon wyrtey: A _ of oh 
"4 that of u were but nt 
nttended tn, there mould "4 no ltr Pere 7 
Pulpit or the Bar, ana thou ago there LA br 
defects in the management 1 method, yet it 


w pens very oy im my diſcourſe upon it, 
c< mas Nemve when I did not think of 


that good Fortune which bas fince befallen me, 
that 1t will appear you bave preferred a Pro- 
teſtant Drone , at a trme mben every thing 
but a Prote Ef - Far that 15, # Diſſen= 
ter from the Eſtablifbed Proteſtant Religion, 
is by ſome branded with rhe Charafter go a 
Papt 
= my Lord, you are wanted at Weſt- 
nn pl -— I ab m__ to detain 
your thus long, therefore T ſhall 
conclude mith my Pr Ste ba 
whoſe Providence, m by Joy * a ure, 
hath placed n « perſon of udence, 


arnng, 


The Dedication. 


Learning, Integrity, and Courage, in fo high 
a S ration that he mould affiſt pa "- = 
by bis miſe and good Spirit in your great and 
difficult Affairs, and that you may go on with 
continuance and increaſe of Honour , to be 
om ſerviceable and uſeful org Coun- 


try, till you arrive, after a om ul and vis 
_- ld Age, at thoſe bleſs Manſions of 
Prernal hgbt, and reſt, and peace, which God 


_ repared, as an encouragement and re= 
on dof Virtue, for fag PP that Fear him, 
noun the I am, may it pleaſe 


— of Lordſbip, 


Your Lordſhips, 
Moſt Humble, Obliged, 
and Obcdient S:rvant. 


Jobn Turner. 


— 


ERRATA, diſturbing the Senſe. 
Page bars employed read enſlaved. p. 33. for ſeaſonable r. 
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Pal. CYEXXIX. 7, 8, 9, 10. 


Whither ſhail I go from thy ſpirit, or whither ſhall 
I flee from thy preſence ? If I aſcend up into hea- 
ven thou art there : if I make my bed in hell, behold 
thou art there : If I take the wings of the morning, 
and dwell in the uttermoſt parts of the Sea, even 
there ſhall thy hand lead me, and thy right band 
ſhall hold me. 


S there hath never yet been any Nation 
ſo barbarous, nor any People ſo flupid, 
as not to acknowledge the Exiſtence 

- of a God, a Truth that ſhines with fo 
much Evidence and Demonſtration, that blind- 
neſs it felt can hardly be infen{ible of fo glareing 
Brighcnefs , and fo piercing Light; fo the great 
rcalon upon which all Ages have all along procced- 
ed, in \ acknowledgment of the Deine Ex- 
iſence, hath bcen cvermore taken trom the con: 
ſideration of the works of Nature, and the Pheno- 
mena that were about them. For they confider- 
ed, that the fargreacelt part of this Umverſe being 
ſtupid and infenfible, was in no capacity to ordcr 
_ diſpoſe it felt after ſo comecly and regular a 

B manner, 


[ 2 ] 
manner, nor to preſerve it ſelf in ſo magnificent 
and bcauritul a Structure, for ſo many Apes; and 
what was true of the whole Univerſe taken toge- 
ther, the ſame was truelikewiſe of its ſeveral parts. 
Plants and Animals, and Minexals and Mctcals, 
could not fratne or organizethemſclves,or one ano- 
ther ; neither could the fame Sced, by Virtue of 
any Power, or Wiſdom, or Contrivance which it 
had in it ſelf, beable ſo conſtantly ro produce the 
fame ſort of Herb, or Tree, or Flower. And as 
the obſervation of the whole Univerſe rogether, 
and of every part of it conſidered by it felt, did 
undeniably argue that there was ſome infinitely 
wiſe and Sendia Nature, induced with Pow- 
er and Goodneſs nw, ul his Wiſdom , by whom 
the whole Univerſe, and every part of it, was fo 
ſtrangely, ſo wiſely, and fo graciouſly contrived, 
or in the Language of the Royal Plalmiſt, ſo fear- 
fully and ſo wonderfully made ; fo the uſctulneſs 
and Friendly Confpiracy of the ſeveral parts, for 
the ſupport and maintenance of each other , tho" 
in themſelves they were deſtitute of Counſel, and 
were incapable of any ſuch contrivance, was ſtill a 
furcher Evidence, a moſt unqueſtionable, invinci- 
ble, and irrefragable demonſtration of an inviſt- 
ble and immorral Being, by which all theſe things 
were adminiſtred and governed. 


For to fay that all theſe things came to be = 
Y 


[ 3 ] 


by chance, by the Epicurean p—_ of a raſh 
and inconſiderate Chaos ; and that by the ſame 
Chance, by which they were firſt diſpoſed into fo 
wiſe and orderly a Frame, they have continued as 
they arc for ſolong aſucceſſion of time, ever ſince 
betore the Theban and the Trojan War ; to affirm, as 
Lucippus, Democritus, Epicurus, and Lucretius, and 
the reſt of thoſe abſurd and ridiculous Philoſopha- 
ſters have done ; that the Ear was not made for 
hearing, northe Eye for ſeeing, northe Noſe for 
ſmelling, nor the Feet tor ml nor any part 
or veſſel of the Humane Body, which are fo vaſt- 
ly numerous, forthe uſes tor which they are ſo cx- 
quiſitely fitted, and that as > were made at firſt 
by chance, ſo they continue (till to be propagated 
by it, is to aſcribe not only Wiſdom but Conſtan- 
cy to Chance, both of which are perfectly incom- 
petible, and inconſiſtent with its Nature. 
And for the ſame rcaſon that they concluded 
* there was indeed ſuch a Being, as an Inviſible and 
Immortal God, they did likewiſe conclude him to 
be Omaipreſent, or infinitely extended over all his 
Works : For this is certain, that nothing can ope- 
rate by any Power or Efhciency which 1s properly 
ms own, Where it 1s nor” preſent it ſelf; and x - 
fore if the Divine Power, the Divine Goodnels, 
the Divine Wiſdom be extended over all things, it 
fallows unayoidably, that the Divine Subſtance, 
B 2 in 
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mn whichtheſe Attributes have their perpetual refi- 
dence and abode, nauſt be cocxtended tothe Artr- 
buces themſelves, whichisall that is meant by the 
Diving Omnipreſence ; and tofay that God can be 
preſent by any Virtue, or Power, or Ethcacy of the 
Divine Nature, where the rcal and local ſubſtance 
of the Divinity isnot, 1s to affirm Tranſubſtancia- 
tion with the Papifts, or to deny monon with. Ze- 
20, or tofay any thing which i never fo abſurd 
with any other of the Philoſophers ; as Cicero tells 
us, there is nothing ſo abſurd, which ſome Philoſo- 
pher or other hath not owned; and therefore 
when Ariſtodemus 1n Xenophon urged Socrates with 
this Objeftion, how it was. poſhible for God, being 
but one,to manage and orderall chings both inHea- 
ven.and Earth ; the Anſwer of Socrates tothe Ob- 
jection was this, Twins y wins to = ber, fri Cue wdere iefn, % 
warm dave x, gr y5 aaptire;, 1 gue adrrwy Waiuen Gorda. Thar God 
was ſo large and ſpacious a Being, that he could hear 
and ſee all things, and be preſent every where, and 
order every thing at the ſame time: And it was the 


inward fenſc and apprehenſion of this Divine Am» 


plitude, and | Extention; an Extenti- 
on.not only of tes, but of Subſtancoand of 
Nature, That made David utter ſuch 10ns 


as theſe, That he covereth himſelf with Light as with 
a Garment, and firetcheth out the heavens like a Cur- 
tain; That he layeth the beams of his Chambers in the 

Waters, 


[5] 
Waters, and maketh the Clouds his Chariot, and walk- 
»th upon the wings of the wind ; That his way is in the 
Sea, and his paths in the great Waters, and his foot- 
ſteps are not known ; that 1s, his Immenfity 1s un- 
bounded, and his Extention infirute; or in the 
words of my Text : Whither ſbatt I'go from thy ſpi- 
rit, or whither ſhall I flee from thy preſence? If I 
aſcendup into heaven, thou art there : if I make my bed 
in hel, behok# thou art there, if I take the wings of 
the morning, and dwell in the uttermoft parts of the 
| Sea, even there ſhall thy hand lead me, and thy right 
hand ſhall hold me. 
From which words I ſhalt not enter upon a Di- 
fcourſe of the Divine Omnipreſence it ſelf,of which 
all char is fir fora Sermon hath been already ſpoken, 
and which cannot caſily be called in queſtion, with» 
out queltioning ar the ſame time the Exiſtence of a 
' God, which hath a neceſfiry connexion with it; 
bur I ſhall chufe rather to entertain your attention 
| at this time, with'an w_—_ into the natural Re» 
ſults and Conſequences of this DoEtrine,, which if 
they had been cicher ſo chroughly underſtood,. or 
ſo heedfully regarded as t par to be, the raan- 
ners of the world' would always have been better, 
| than ever yerthey have been known to be, and the 
| Religion more pure and reaſonable than it is even 
at preſent, I'db not fay in ſome parts of the warld, 
' bur in ſome parts of Chriſtendom it ſelf, —_ 
0, 


[5] 
ſo far from being truly Chriſtian, that ſertin 
fide that light which -4 Goſpel hath affor 
falls very bor of the Religion or Nature. 


And the firſt Conſequence which I ſhall menci- 


on ſhall be this, Thar it it be true that God 1s a Sub- 
_ infinitely extended, that he 1s preſent to all 


ps 5 that 1s, in the large comprehenſion of the 
Divine Space or Subſtance, we and move, and 


have our , then this ought to be a moſt pow= | 


erful Argument and Motive to us, to behave our 
ſelves always as if we were truly ſenſible of his pre- 
ſence in the midſt of us, with CN ant 


and that in him, to uſe the language of the | 


ery, and godly fear, with aduriful regard both of * 


bin and of our fives, to live ſo as it we were al- 
ways immedaately to dye, as if we believed, what is 
fo plainly, fo demonſtrably crue, that the Judge is 
always at the door, and that he may immediately 
place himſelf upon his dreadful Tribunal, to fum- 
mon us before him to give an account of our 
fclyes. 
And indeed, what can be more impious, more 
impudently wicked, than tor us to abuſe our ſelves, 
or one another, in the preſence of him that made 
us, ra corrupt and debauch our Faculties and our 
Narures, in the preſence of him that gave them, 
and intended them for better uſes? What moreun- 


| 
| 


gratcful than to difoblige him, as it were _—_ | 


—_— -Y 


IS 
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Gar” 
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his Face, with all the aggravating Circumſtances of 
Defiance and Contempt, who 15 ſo kind, ſomerci- 
ful, and ſo gracious tous, that we arc upheld by 
his Mercy , and ſupported by his Arm, which is 
mighty to ſave, at that very time when we offend 
againſt him? What morcfooliſh, than to provoke 
him who is ſo Powerful and fo Juſt, fo able to ex- 
ecute the utmoſt Vengeance, and fo concerned for 
the happineſs of nd, and for the good Or- 
derand Government of the World , that he muſt 
needs have a very deep, anda very affecting reſenc- 
ment of all our Perſonal and Political Vices, of the 
Offences which we commit againſt our ſelves, and 
of thoſe acts of Injuſtice, Treachery , Cruelty, or 


* Diſobedience, which are committed againſt the 


Peace and Quiet of the World ? His Goodneſs ap- 
pears ſo plainly in all the parts of the ſenſible Crea- 
tion, and itis ſo cyident to Sence, that his mercy is 
over all his works , that he muſt —_— very 
much from himſelf, and mult lay by his Care and 
Concern for the Happineſs of his Creatures, before 
he can ſufferany wicked Action, or any bad Exam- 
ple, whichisnot heartily Repented of, to go un- 
iſhed; and therefore it is a very fooliſh and in- 
conſiderate Practice of the Sons of Men, to ſet 
themſelves ſo fully to do Evil, becauſe ſentence againſt 
an evil work is not ſpeedily executed, For the Wiſe 
man aſlures usin the very next words, That though 
” 


h (8] 
4 ſinner do evil an hundred times, and his days be 
prolonged, that though he be not immediatly taken ' 
off in the midſt of hus fins, yet ſurely I know thet it 
Jhall be well with them that fear God, but it ſhall not © 
be well with the wicked, neither ſhall he prolong his 
days, which are as a ſhadow, becauſe he feareth not 
before God , that is, being in his preſence he fearcth * 
himnor. 

It is indeed an Argument of a merciful and com- 
paſſionate Being, that he ſpares when he nught pu- 
niſh, and that he gives us turcher opportunities of 
Repentance and Amendment, when he might im- 
medately take the forfeiture of our Sins ; but cicher 
we muſt think that there is no ſuch chin as Ju- . 
ſtice in his Nature, which: yet diſcovers it ſelf by a 
thoufand remarkable inſtances of his Providence, 
in the Government of the World , as clearly and 
as fully as his Goodneſs does ; or clſe we mult una- 
voidably conclude, that the longer we continue in 
che willful practiccof any known fin, the greater 15 
the Provocation which 1s given to it, roexert it ſelf 
with Uſury and Increaſe of tho or ro make up 
what was wanting in the ſpeed of Puniſhment, by 
the ſeverity of it. 

Nay, 1n truth, if he were not Juſt he could 
not be Good ;- for the puniſhment of Offenders 1s 
a warrung to- Repenrance, and an cxhorcation to 
| Virtue ; its intcaded for the good of thoſe that 


I! | arc 


mighty, ashe hath manctrvuand Pumſkments of 
Poverty, ' Difeaſcs and Diſgrace to cvery thing char 
Gere ves by «parcels Judgment, an 
us by a | 5 
makes it plain ro-all the World, by an unexpected 
rurn of ks Providence, "that his hands upon 
us, and that his Ali Armiisſtrerchdd out a- 
gn ich reafon''it was that David, 
chough * fomerutnes his 'Faich ' were ſhocked and 
{tartled; bis Feet were gout. hls fieps hat wall 
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amber = yore | qaib oe Hal 
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And Horace rakes 1t a 
ch ſeldom or never fails, 
antecedemem fſeeleſftun 
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his purpoſe : 
Obſcrvation whi 
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furs, 
this 
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for Cruclcy and Bloodſhed. No, ma is, you 
are miſtaken. for that, it is not out. of elaeg to you, 
but to the world, that this warning was -piven, that 
you may be made a more * word rp woroprous Exam- 


Fs tial None dock theopinion of che wiſet fort, 


but aff the world have y belicvcd,thar great 
Offchiders have ever been by a Divine Ju- 
ftice, which wiltarlengehintallibly overtake them, 
as the Inhabicants of 'or Matte, when the 


Viper-extne out-of che fire and. faitcnadupon Se. 
_ s hand, they ſaid among themfehois; Acts 29: 

no doubt this man is a Murtherer, whom he 
bath eſcaped the Sea, yr V o—_ fuſſereth nat to 
live. And it was with alluſion rorhasrocaved Opi- 
ron artong the Jews and orher Nations, thatour 
Saviour A_—_ with thoſe m—_ brought him 
chr poly x has, Zo 0 hoſe blood Pilate had 


that theſe 
Galilcans —— whove all 20 becauſe 


they ſuffered ſuch things? 1 tell you yay 3, but except 
ye 
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to the world 
ple, Li be ackiowled Maryobe 
Circumſtance of the moſt eivale ſen- 
of the maglt ſecrer and undiſcerned in- 
- it proceeds upon an Atheiſtical Pritci. 
ch a man hath not God always before his 
yes, or clic he ſaith in his heart there 5; wo God, he 
wilds Wt VET 90k and he is willing to believe 
is none; otherwiſe certainly he would confi- 


an accuſing Conſcience, 


thac are Wicneſſes to 
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Contemplation that it can poſhbly pitch u t 

will, ws duly atrended Ligne d rg A aa. _ 
love of his immenſe goodneks, and fear of his un- 

controulable power, and admiration of his infinite 
wiſdom, and ve vencayion for his unbiaG'd and im- 
po — ice, We '6 ought always to behave our 

ood men, becauſe we arc 


rs! Den P ; and it is certain wg 
tallbchare our ſclycs ſo much the berrer, if we 
ider diſtin&tly whoſe preſence that is, it is 


Of bens Ha is #8 in aff, chat Bulb 
ings, and 1s preſent to all che poſſibilities of the 
Dh bo! eye ce; t 15 he, who bang every 
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adaxe him not 49 mhle aus Glves before hi 
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axe his Faoritasl, Anil * was tus joamende 


ampli- 
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amplicude of che Divine Extenſion, which Aratzs 


made to be the very reaſon and ground of all Re- 
ligious Worſhip, as indeed it is, 


'Bn AIG dead, + Geer driyec bajar 
"Abieer, page NN bbs mica 16 cya 
INlao dS drS467wr dyngyt wich 74 Suracms 
Kel niulons wir N SIG xr gout wirmcs 
Let us begin with God, ſaid he, whom we mortals ought 
never to forget, for all the Streets and Markets, all 
the paſſages aud avenues of Cities, the Sea and the 
Sea Ports, are all of them fill'd with God, and we 
fland in need of him every moment : And then fol- 
lows that paſſage which St Paul hath cited out of 
han, xe $5@ lows for we alſo.are his offspring : 
nd in inutation of Aratus, a Latin Poct hath cx- 
preſt himſelf in che fame manner, - 
A Fove principium Muſe, Jovis omnia plena. 
Bur, Thirdly, a third practical Inference which 
may be deducible from the Conſideration of the 
Divine Extenſion, is, that we are not to make our 
application to Angels or to Saints, as Mcdiators or 
Intercefſors with God on our behalf; for .whac 
need we any ſuch ro deliver out Meſſage; when he 
who alone is able to grant our Petition is united 
and twiſted into our very thoughts at the fame 
time when we ask it; and how incongruous would 
it be, when weare im the Kings cc, and in 
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his hearing, to entreat another to ſupplicate in our 
behalfs, when we are there our ſelves, which is as 
much as to intimate that his Majeſty would have 
more regard to the perſon of the Petitioner, than 
to the reaſonableneſs of the Perition, or to the Cir- 
cumſtances of the perſon in whoſe behalf ic was 
made ; beſides that, we have no reafon rocbelieye 
that cither the Angels or the Saints departed arc 

'vy to our thoughts, or that they concern them- 
felyes (any otherwiſe than as the farlt of theſe arc 
ſomerumes employed by God-to be his nuniftring 
Spirits) about any Humane Afﬀairs. We are ſure 
they are bur finite Spirits, and conſequently they 
cannot be preſent ar all -places at once, and this 
makes it very ſuſpicious, confidering the 1immen- 
firy of the Univerſal Space, beſides that the Seat of 
all che glorified Spirits 1s —_ y agreed to be at 
ſo great a diſtance, that tor both of cheſe reaſons 
they are too far from us to be able ro hear what we 
ſay, or to be preſent to our thoughts and wiſhes, 
in order to preſent them before the Throne of 


Neither does it help the matter, what ſome of 
the Schoolmen have been plcaſed to tell us, that 
the Saints behold the Prayers and the Necefficies 
of their Votarics belaw in the Beatihcal Viſion, or 
in the face of the Divine Glory, which they'fancy 
like a Glaſs wherein the Wants and Miſcrics of the 

j D 2 Crea- 
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Creatures may be ſeen, for itisphainthatthis is a very 
yoann >f and very utworthy the 
ides thatif he d1dnotonly know, 
wr the - warts of - 7% "0 na bur if 
they had made fuch deep 1 pena. and _ 
curcs apon his Nature, it . be 
urge hm any further, when of hi I he had talker 
oh cognizance of rhe deſires and wants 
| args yemaakey buc «ns ill more dereſtable, 
nſrmetromor7me man's of Rome, that ſo | 
a Bcadroll of Saints ſhall be mvoked by a Ra Rabbl 
of Worſhippers in a folkemin Proccfhon, as if nei- 
ther they not God could be _—_— upon with- 


- out abundance of nd'clamour, 
A man would Frm gpm hr of the C 
ans might have been a fufficient Anridore, 
the Church of Rome, to preſerve her from the | ” 
fon of this fookſh Heretic ; Let no man beguile you 
of your reward in a voluntary humility and worſhip- 
ing of Angels, intruding into thoſe things whith be 
hath not ſeen, mainly puſft s th his Fojbh mind. | 
For if the worſhip of Angels be forbidden, who arc 
a forr of Creatures, that arc ſuppoſed 
ro have a more familiat correſpondence and a 
he rt ens 4 rs that 
Saints or Souls 


departed is much more, <| 
cially if we conſider, 'that the ingate being: Ene 


| © (roquonily, as choy abt NS, upon _ 
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yine Meſſage, they might be ht the ficter In- 
ſtruments co convey a c n-from 
they came ; nay, the Chriftan Religion 
allows us, to believe that men have cheir Angels in 
heaven, chac doin | intercede for them ar the 
Throne of God, though it is ſtill co be doubced, 

whether they have any particular knowledge of 
of our wancs. For ſoour Saviour tells us, Marth. 
18. 10. Take heed that ye deſpiſe not one of theſe little 


Ones , For, ſay unto you, that in heaven their Angels do 
alnaies behold the Face of my Father which is in Hea- 
ven. And the Chernbims in the Sanctuary being pla- 
ocd upon the Ark of che Teſtumony, and. look! 

upon the Divine Glory and Majeſty that far be- 
tween thern, is an Argument that the Fews had an 


and fuch an opinion as was authorized by 
tumfelf, chac che did make interceſſion 
on the behalt of men. 


general thing, that God would oM- 
plih che number of his Elect, and that his King- 


dom 


AS 1t 151n 
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dom may come, and his Will be done in Earth 

Heiven Laſtly, it is ſtill crue, chat there is 
but one Mediatour S__—_ God _— men, _ man 
Chriſt Jeſus, that is, he 1s t oper Object of our 
PT Jas, Interceſſons, nn it 15 healone that 
Mediates in Virute of that Sacrifice which he hath 
made of himſelf, as the High Prieſt did in the moſt 


Holy Place for all the Congregation of Iſ-2el u 
the bolema day of " xr. ay 34 
Nay, perhaps aftcr all, by Angels in that place of 
the Coloſſians, the departed Spirits of the Saints may 
be underſtood ; for in this Senſe the word ſeems to 
be underſtood, As 12. 15. Where Peter being 
looſed out of Priſon, knocked at the door of Mary 
the Mother of John, and when the Maid went in 
and told how Peter ſtood at the Gate, they ſaid wn- 
to her, thou art mad, becauſe they knew Peter was 
in Priſon, and therefore they looke upon it as an im- 
poſſible thing : But when ſhe conſtanly affirmed 
that it was he, then ſaid they, it is his Angel, that is, 
as I ſuppoſe, his Gholt, orhis departed Spirit,conclu- 
ding that Peter had died, or had been put to death 
in Priſon, So alſo, As 22.8. The Sadduces ſay, that 
there is no Reſurreflion, neither Angel nor Spirit ; but 
the Phariſees confeſs both : By whuch it is plain, that 
therg are but 4#0 things mennioned, for the word 
both cannot be extended ro more, one of them is 
che Reſ»rre7i91, and che other is the Ange/ or «ir 
- whic 
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which mn this place it ſeems are Synonymous terms 
to ſignifie the fame wy and comprehending at 
once both the Angelick Forms and the Spirits of 
men departed out of this mortal Life. 

I know indeeed that there is another poſlible ex- 
poſition of this place, which hath not yer been hir 
upon by any Interpreter, no more than this which 
; ve = | m—q—_——_ concerning the Souls of men 

cd, bur at preſent it 15not tor m ſc to 

init upon it; and it 1s certain that he Comncd of 
Laodicea, who, as Theodoret informs us, condemn- 
ed the Worſhip of Ange/s from the auchoricy of 
this place, underſtood it in the moſt plain and ob- 
vious ſenſe in which we uſually underſtand the 
word, and in this ſenſe it proves with a (till grea- 
ter force and evidence againſt the Romiſb Superſti. 
tion, Angels being ſtill a more noble Order of Be- 
ings; .and if ic be not lawful to worſhip them, it is 
muth leſs awful ro pay our Devotions to any 
Saints ed, however pious and exemplary 
they may haye been, and much lefs to thoſe that 
have been Canoniz'd for Money, or for Treaſon, 
and owe their Saincſhip to their Friends on the one 
hand, and which is ſtill more horrid and dereſta- 
ble, to cheir Crimes and Villanies on the other, 
who arc preferred to Heaven for diſturbing the 
Earth, and mounted into the blefied. Regions of 
light, and peace, and love, as the reward of _ 
| iſo- 
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diſobedience, hatred and contention, and every 
evil work. = FE 
But without beholding to the teſtimon 

of this place, ” xx oy ya ſerve for » fullicient 
proof axaind che Romi/h idolatry and Su 
we may appeal to thar paſlage of Peter with reſpe£ 
to Cornelius, and of Poul and Barnabas with 
on to the ——_ of Lyſtra, who would not 
ſuffer themſelves by any means co be worſhipped, 
meerly for that reaſon, becauſe they were men ; ſo 
thac x fſeerns, walck they lay down their humane 
vature at the tune of chew that 1s, unleſs 
the Saints departed ceaſe to be themſelves, they can- 
not be Objects of — mm——_— - . Bur wearc ſure 


—_——— } he s able to 
anſwer them, and thathe is ev 

it Were an that he my 

wantsand 

his 

the Prophet, 


rarchy of the Romiſb Saints and Angels, 

Priefis wdL forthe warthip of che People, Double, 
thou art our Father, thowgh Abraham be ignorant of as 
end rac acknowledge ws not ; thanx, 0 Lord, art un 
Father, our Redeemer, thy Name is from Ezerlgft- 


=, a reflexian upon this univerſal Ex- 


Fouechly, 
cd. ine Nemechreabiped [mages 
repre- 
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ing God the Father, Son, or Holy Ghoſt, or 
the Bleſſed Trinity taken to 


| | gether, which hath been 
practiſed frequently in che Church of Rome, is ma- 
nifeſtly condemned: For beſides the mcanneſs of 
the Repreſentation, that he that made all thin 
ſhould be repreſented by an Image made wi 
hands ; that he whoſe Nature is inviſible, ſhould 
be repreſented by a Carved Image, or a Painted 
Reſemblance of that which the Scr1 declares 
to have no Shape nor Appearance ; that he who 1s 
Infinite ſhould be drawn in little upon a Wall or 
a Window ; that he who isall Life, and Power, and 


Wiſdom, ſhould be ” mg that which is 
ve, b 22 which knows 


nothing, and is next kin to nothing ; I ſay, beſides 
this, it 1s abſurd to : his wo © wee by 
Proxy, who is preſent and in the nudſt of us him- 
ſelf ; neither 1s it ſufficient to fay in this caſe, thar 
his Subſtance being inviſible, and not to be diſcer- 
ned by mortal Eyes, or humane Senfes, there is 
therefore need of a ſenſible Memorandum, although 
the Worſhip be terminated in himſelf ; for at this 
rate all the 1dolatry of the Heathen World may be 
excuſed, for no man is ſo ſenſcleſs to believe x rm 
Worſhip was terminated in a Stick or a Stone, at 
leaſt we ought not to believe it without very good 
Proof, if it could be proved, yet even this 

. would be parallel'd in the Church of Rome, you 
E they 


re 
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to the Crucifixof Wood or Stone as well 
2s to Chriſt himſelf; and attribute as much fariſ- 
faction and cxpiarion to it, asthey do to the blood 
of their crucified Redeemer, as appears undeniably 
from the Romiſb Miſlals which arcextant at this day, 
and may at any time be produced againſt rhem, 

Fifthly, upon tlie fxttie account of the Divine Ex- 
tenſion, we are excuſed from all the Remri/h Pilgri- 
mages ©» O—_ and Loretto, and Canterbury, and 
Compoſtella, and other places, for as to the Sepulchre 
of ont Saviour at Feruſalem, if they could certain- 

aſſign the place where he lay, which i 1s more 

probable they carmor do, yer what ſignifies 
the Sepulchre when the body is not there ? of if it 
were; yet hope, a dead Carcaſe is not # fit Object 
of Divine Worſhipand Honour; and as for the 
Shrines and Reliques of che Saints, certamly itrmyſt 
needs be grofs Idolarry co worſhip chem, when it is 
ſo plainly unlawful to do it tothe plorified Spirits 
of che Saints themſelves, 

The Saints cannot be worſhipp?d wichour dif- 
honour to God, who challenges all our Worſhip 
and Adoration, and God is alwayes preſent with us, 
ſo we need not undertake a long and coftly that 
—_— to find him out; and wherever God is, 
thereChrift is alſo; he is in the Father, and the Father 
in him,and they rwo are one and the fame; and this 
s the great miſchict which Idolatry and Saper- 

TL 
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tirion do, they take our minds off from him who 
is che only true Object of Worſhip, in thecontem- 
plarion of whoſe Narure there is the moſt perfect 
facisfa&tion, and the trueſt pleaſure, who is the moſt 
ſuitable and worchy Object of ourfearand ho 

our loye, and admiration, anddcſire, and whois infi- 
nitely the tioft noble, and the moſt perfedt Par- 
tern of our Imitation ; and inſtead of this, our 
minds are employed roa few ridiculous Rites, and 


Expianons, a3 if any thing but a fight 
nt of 6ur ſih, a duntul an af a — Y 
henſion of thac —_ and Goodnels which we 
have offended, were able to reconcile us to God, ar 
to reinſtace us ih his Grace and Favour, who will 
not accept the Sacrifice of Fools, and the yain ſhews 
of bigotry and ſuperſtition, without the obedience 
of a reaſonable, and the repentance of an humble 
and a contrice ſoul. 

Sixthly, by a due and ſerious reflexion upon this 
Doctrine, we may abſolve ourfclyes fromany obli- 
gation to the Remiſh Auſterities and Maruficati- 
ons, becauſe as the Divine Subſtance, fo alſo are his 
Artribures, his Mercy, and his Goodneſs extended 
over all his Works: And it appears plainly, not onl) 
by che apperntes, Which we find { ww us, which 
may be innocently grarified, as well as from the 

rovition which is made for char ayroces that 
did not expe&t we ſhould make our ſelves 
E 2 muſc- 
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maſerable by a abſtinence and ſelf-denial, 
but we arc to make the intereſt of Virtue and the 
honour of Religion, the meaſure of ourabſtinence 
and enjoyment in theſe Caſes, There muſt be a 
-9o76]- un perance in all things, and ſo 
aul tells us, Every man that ftriveth for the ma- 

ie is temperate in all things, and that he kept 
under his body, and brought it into ſu peer ka 
_ by any means when he had preached to others he 
De Rs acaſt away, But inanother place 


tells us cxpreſly, ſpeaking of the paintul and un- 
ral mortifications of fore in thoſe crimes, ſuch 
vs wr ypeap the Phariſees, and the Eſenes, 
and ſuch as f the ſevere Diſcipline of the 


of Jonadab the Son of Recab, and ſore no 
dqubr , that pretended to be Chriſtians likewiſe, 
char bodily exerciſe profiteth nothing, but godlineſs i is 
profitable unto all things, having the promiſe of the 
Life that now is, that 1s, it isconſiſtent with a ſober 
and moderate enjoyment of our ſclves, and of that 
which is to come : And in the begi of that 
Chapter, he tells us, that zhe _— þ 6 expre/ly, 
that in the _ = 15 rk - + wb epart from the 
m—_ , grvi Spirits , and {ery 
Devils, oy 5, Deans ng to the Wore 
ſhip of Demons, or Angels, or py; Spirits, prot 
Lies in Hypocriſie, PESEOL tences ſear- 
I with an hot Iron : The yery Picture the _ 
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at this day, who do not only practiſe, but de- 
fend in then Writings, the Doctrine of Equivoca- 
tion; and then it follows, Forbidding to marry, and 
commanding to abſtain from meats : And who they 
are that do both of thoſe things at this tume of the 
day, we underſtand very well. And indeed if we 
conſider the unreaſonable Auſtericies of ſome of 
the Religious, as they are called, abroad, a man 
would be enclined to think they were not the Di- 
ſciples of Jeſus, but of John; and that they took 
wich the Baptiſt againſt the Meſſes, accuſing 
im, as his Enemics the Jews were wont to-do, that 
he was a glutton and a wine-bibber, and a friend of 
arzer op uf x9 And it is obſcryable, vg 
though 7ohn Baptift were a great Exam 

Abſtinence humſelf, Fer it docs Gage re he 
enjoined any ſuch thing to his Followers and Diſci- 
ples; but on the contrary, every man was admitted 
to the Baptiſm of Johz, upon the ſole and only 
Condition of Repentance, and was as to other 
things, ſo far as was conſiſtent with Virtue and 


with P left ro be guided by his Confſticu- 
tion, and Cann ef i ian 
Forrune. 


Seyenchly, By a duc Reflexion upon the Divine 
Extenſion, we ſhall be excuſed from the ſhame and 


inconvenience of qauricular Confe Ip it 1s pra- 
Y, 


Eiſed in the Church of Rome at for 


docs 
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does not expect rhat we ſhould make a 'parti 
confeſſion of our fins ro men, rhe conoquence of 
which is only to'make our {elves uneatre in the 
company of thofe ro whom we have confeſſed ; ro 
run an apparent hazzard of being undone m ma- 
y fre. y Knaves for y_ or by Fools ont 
evity, inconftancy, and a blabbing humour 
and indood [ know nothing that it can be good for, 
bur to let men, that have nothing wo do ro pry into 
fuch _— pre D _ of roſie _ 
t our {elves perfectly at the Mercy of a Prieft, 
urn _ be eeacherous as well as other 
men ides, that inſtca ng up a whol 
ſom Diſcipline it s the way to corupe , and tend 
co che d&bauching borh Layery Clergy, in a 
man Lo —argoor prey fins to be commurted, 
the Co or and the Penitent begin wo diſcover 
and underſtand one another ; But we are obli 
in the preſence of men-tb make a general &- 
ſton, and we arc in our thowghrs, as we go along, 
co apply that general Contetiron to our parti 
ſins; and before God, who'ts a Witneſs and a Spe- | 
@aror of our evil wits, Who'is" ſo thrimately pre- 
ſcene co.all our cough and arhong _ It an 
no ro CONcca any tn! 
nee yp agmk to bewal and benkban Arr Ita 
molt particukr  mannet*, we moſt tamble oor 
ſelves before him in fackcloth and aſhes, bylayihg 
our 
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our fins at the Foocſtool of bis Mercy, witch all 
their aggravanons, ng him moſt humbly, 
with a forrowtful and broken hearc, to pardon us 
for what is _ and roafiiit us with tis preycnemg 
Grace for the enme to come ; that we may no lon- 
ger abuſe our ſelves, and do deſpite ro fo merciful 
arid ſo graciousa God. } "Tice 
- ' Fight! place, The Conſideranon of the 
Divine II and Extenſion, ought to fill 
us with iIneſs and courage mall our trog- 
bles and adverfitics whenſocver they opprefs.us; 
it ought to give us a full confidence and aſſurance 
in his Providence, which where ever we are is al- 
ways hovering with wings of mercy and compaſ- 
fion over us, that is, always at hand, and is a rea- 
dy help in the needful” time of trouble, that isne- 
ver far oft in a day of adverſity, or in a time of 
er, but is always nigh to them that call upon 
him, yea to all ſach, a5/calf upon him faithfully. 
Or if he do nor ſce it fit or expedient to remove 
our trouble, to caſe us of our pain, to prevent 
our danger, and to inſtate us in a full poſſeſſion 
of peace, and reſt, and fafety, we arc then in the 
Ninth and laſt place, to Conſider, That a Bein 
of ſo great Goodnefs, and fo tender Mercies, as al 
his Works diſcover him to be, would not ſuffer us 
to be tormented, when we are not conſcious to. 


our ſclycs of any heirious Guile, or when we _ 
cer 


